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Againſt Repraiting of Viftual, and Foreflallers, and Allowing the Importation of Vitual free of 
Publick Burden. I hn ns Wal of 


TA IL L I 4 M bythe grace of God, King of Greats Britain, France and Ireland; Defender of the Faith, - To- 
DAVOS = 6 ON EEE... ao. 
As Privy Council, Meſſengers at Arms, Our Sheriffs in that part, Conjun@ly and Severally, Specially, Cons. - 
9 Ad (90 ſtitute, Greeting z Foraſmuch as by Several Ads of Parliament, the keeping - up of Victual to a Dearth, is. 
CESSES firiQly Probibited, and particularly, it is Statute by the Ads, James the Second _ Parliament Cap. ſixth, 
Fenty two and twenty three, that for the Efcheuing of Dearth + Sheriffs, Bailies and other Officers both to Burgh; and to 
Land inquire what Perſons Buys Vita), and holds it to a Dearth g And that the faids Sheriffs and. Officers make ſuch - 
known, that in caſe they hold more than will Suſtain them, and [their Meinzie to New»Coro they may be Puniſhed,and 
Demeaned as Ockerers and Ukſurers z and: the Vi&ual Eſcheated to [Is; and .that the ſame be Preſented to Mercats, 
and Sold as the Price goes, And by the AR James the Second Parliament ninth, Cap. thirty eight and thirty ninth, it 
is Ordained that no manner of Viual be holden in Girnals by any man to a Dearth, but allanerly what is needfal for © 
their own Perſons,and Suſtentation of their Houſholds;and that the ſaids Perſons preſent all that they have more to the Mere 
cat, under the Pain of Eſcheat thereof ; And Searchers are appointed in Edinburgh and Leith to make the (aids Ads Effe- 
Qual 3. As likewiſe, the Crime of Foreſtalling is. forbidden by ſeveral As and Statutes, and particularly by the AQ, 
| Femes the ſixth, Parliament twelfih, Cap. one hundred and fourty eight, it is Declared; that who Buyes any Mcrchandize, or 
Viaual coming to Fair or Mercat, or makes any Contra& or Promiſe for the Buying of the ſame, before. the ſaid Mer» 
chandize or Viqual ſhall be in the Fair or Mercat-Place ready to be Sold, or ſhall make any Motion by Word, Writ, - 
or Meſſage for raiſing of. the Prices,or Dearer Selling of the ſaid Merchandiſe and Vitualz or who ſha)l Diſwade any from 
coming, and bringing the foreſaid Merchandize and ViRual to Fair or Mercat, ſhall be Eſteemed and Judged a Foreſtal- 
ler g And 1t is Ordained that all ſuch Foreſtallers may be Purſued before the Juſtices, or Magiſtrats of Burghs, and that * 
without a ſpecial Libel 3 but only upon Foreſtalling in General, and the Perſons convi@ to be Fined for the firſt Fault in 
Fourty Pounds, for the Second in one hundred Merks, and for the Third to [ncurr the Tinſel of Moveables, And 
Seing that through the not due Obſervance» and the Execution of the foreſaids As 3 ' The Calamity of the Country, by - 
| -the preſent Scarcity and Dearth is greatly Increaſed. THEREFORE We with Advice of the Lords of Our Privy Coun- 

- © ell, have thought fit to Revive the ſame, and Ordain them to be put to Strict Execution, and for that Effet y to Im- 
power and Require all Sheriffs of Shires, Steuarts of Stewartries, Lords and Bajllies of Regalities, and their Deputs, and. 
Magiſtrats of Burghs, as likewiſe 'all Commiſſioners of Supply, and Juſtices of Peace, to cauſe Inquire, and Search to be | _ 
made, who holds up, or Girnels Victual or keeps Stacks contrary to the foreſaid Laws, And to Command and Charge the 
Keepers up of the ſaid Vicual in Girnels, Stacks, or otherways Contrary to the ſaids Statutesy either to Threſh out, - 
bring, and Expoſe the ſame for Sale, in open ang ordinary Mercats, or otherwiſe to open their Girnels, and other Houſes 
where the Vidal is keeped, and there Sell the'ſame, as the ſaid Sheriffs, Steuarts of Stewartries, Lords and Baillies of | 
Regalities, and their Deputs, and Magiſtracs of Burghs, or: any two of the ſaids Commiſtioners, ſhall fiad the 
- ordinary Price to Rule for the Time in the Country,not below the laſt Candlewaſs: Fiers, with Certification that if they Fail» 

" zie therein z they ſhall be Proceeded againſt; and the Pains of the foreſaids Azof Parliament Execute upon them with | 
all Rigourz And in the Mean time _ the ViRual Girneled, and Unlawſully keeped up as faid is, Arreeſted and 
Sequeltrat by the foreſaid Sheriffs and -others as Eſcheat. And further We with Advice foreſaid, Command 
and - Charge all Magpiſtrats of ' Burghs , and other - Officers pf the Land: to take Care. that all Mercats 

\.-_ and FaitS be duely Regulat, conform to the Laws, without Extortion, and to cau'e put the foreſaid-ARts of Parliament 
againſt Foreſtallers rodue and vigorous Execution - Certifying the foreſaids Sheriffs, Magiſtrats, and others, who ſhall 
fail-in their Duty in the Premiſſes, that upon Information given tothe Lords of Our Privy Council, they ſhall be thece- 
fore ſeverely Puniſhed, as the Lords of Our Privy Council ſhall ſee Cauſe, And further, for the better Releif of the Coune . 
try under the preſent great Scarcity, whereby the Prices of Viual are ariſen above the Rates mentioned in the AR of Par- 
liament for prohibiting the Import of Forraign Victualy, We with Advice foreſaid, Do hereby grant Licenſe and full Liber- 
ty to all perſons to Import Victual and Corns, of all ſorts, from any Forraign Kingdom or Country, and that iree of Cuſtom, 
Exciſe,or other Impofition; and for that effect Recommends it to the Commiſſigners of Our Theſaury,to Diſcharge the £xac« 
ting thereof tor the ſaid Victual robe Imported as ſaid is, after the day and datThereof, and that notwithſtanding of any Acc 
of Farliament or Book of Rates Impoſing the ſame 3 Declaring, that this Licenſe and Liberty, is to Endure until the Firſt 
Day of September next rocome, and no longer, Our Will is herefore, and We Chargeyou ſtrictly and Command, that ins 

- continent theſe Our Letters ſeen, ye paſsto the Mercat-Croſs of Edinburgh, and to the Mercat-Grofles of the remanent Head- 
Burgh of the ſeveral Shires and Stewartries within this Kingdom, and there in Our Nameand Authority, by open Proclamae 
tion, make 7ntimation hereof, that none pretend 7gnorance, ' And Ordains theſe Preſents to be Printeds. 4 | 

Given under Our Signet at Qinburgh 1he Ninth Day of June andof Our Keign the Light Tear, 1696. 


Ex deliberatione Dowinorume Secrei C oncalas, | 
GILB, KBLIOT Cl. Sti. Concilti 
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